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19.    We also gave some other necessary directions for information of which
cr leave to refer you to our Consultation of the 25th ultimo.   But with regard
ro the reduction of the batla1 to the army, we have thought It proper and
necessary on account of their being engaged In actual service of so much
consequence, to defer it for the present at least '"till the arrival of Lord CHve
and the other members with the expected field officers, hoping by the example
and support of the latter whom we conclude came out acquainted with your
orders to meet with less difficulty therein. We shall, however, carry them into
execution ourselves, If the gentlemen should not soon arrive.
20.    We some time ago permitted Air. George Godefridus De La Garde
to proceed round to Bombay In order to see some of his near relations and
settle some family concerns, on his return he shall be made acquainted with
the contents of the 50th paragraph of your last letter.
21.    Your complaints of remissness In duty of your junior servants conti-
nued in your letter of the 17th December 1762 and the directions you were
pleased to give in consequence were duely communicated to them  and in
answer to the 49th paragraph of your letter now before us we must do them
ihe justice to assure your honours that we have not since had any cause for
being disatisfied with them on that account.
21. At our Consultation of the 20th of December, Mr. Hastings delivered
In a letter returning your honor's thanks for the benefits he had reaped in
your service and desiring to resign the same ,* and he accordingly took his
passage for Europe on board his Majesty's ship Medway. To fill the vacancy
occasioned by this resignation, we called Mr. George Gray the next servant
on your list from his residency at Maulda, and you will observe that according
to the number you have now directed your Council to consist of, he will when
Lord Clive with the other expected gentlemen arrive exactly compleat the
same.
23.    We further appointed Mr. Playdell, Export Ware House Keeper, in
the room of Mr. Hastings, Mr. Richard Barwell,2 Resident at Maulda, In the
room of Mr. Gray, and Mr. Richd. Witts, his Head Assistant, to succeed
Mr. Harwell In the office of Sub Accomptant.
24.    And here we must again notice to your honors the great merit we
think due to this last named gentlemen [sic] for the attention and diligence he
has exerted IB the discharge of his late trust in which he has almost entirely
removed any further cause for those repeated complaints you have made con-
cerning the backwardness of your General Books. With our last dispatches we
transmitted you the sett ending April 1761- and we now forward to you as then
advised, other two to April 1763 and the other sett are now in such great
forwardness that you may depend on their being transmitted by the last ship
next season, and as your honours have always been so particularly urgent
for the completion of this heavy task, we Imagine we need not add further
in recommendation of Mr. Barwell than to refer you to the time, and manner
in which he has acquitted himself of It.
25.    We must also repeat once more the favorable mention we have before
made to you of Mr. John Graham our late Secretary.   He for a long while
acted in that capacity to us with the most unwearied assiduity and in every